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NEWSLETTER – November 2012
Introduction

It has been an incredibly busy time here in the Museum over the past 12 months.  We hope that this edition of the newsletter will give you some insight into what the team in the Museum have been doing over that time.
Exhibitions
Between January and June 2012 the Museum mounted a special exhibition entitled Life on the Move.   This exhibition gave the Museum an opportunity to display its collection of large campaign furniture, primarily from the Second World War, many items were on public display for the first time.  
Running between July and December 2012 the Museum has mounted a special exhibition entitled A Sporting Life.  This exhibition ties in with the Celebrations for the Olympic and Paralympic Games 2012.
The next special exhibition will open in January 2013 and will close in June 2013 and is entitled The Home Guard.  This exhibition will highlight those Home Guard Units that were cap-badged to the Regiment during the War.  Why not visit and have a look for yourself.
Evening Lectures - FREE
The 2012 Evening Lecture Programme has attracted over 40 visitors, several were first time visitors to the museum as well as many repeat-visitors, whose continuing support we greatly appreciate.  
The last talk of the 2012 series will start at 7:15pm on Tuesday 4th December and is entitled Not a Rotter in the Lot.  This Talk by John Hartley will give an overview of the history of the 6th Battalion during the First World War.  
The 2013 programme has now been finalised.  Details can be collected from the Museum or downloaded from our website at:  www.tameside.gov.uk/museumsgalleries/mom/eveninglectures. 

Discovery Day
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The 2012 Discovery Day was held in the Museum on Wednesday 1st August 2012 (there were 1286 visits to the Museum on the day).  The event was a great success with a wide variety of living history re-enactors attending as well as representation from the Military Vehicles Trust and the Regimental Recruiting Team.  
Meet Tommy Atkins

The ‘Meet Tommy Atkins’ drop-in sessions during school holidays 11am-3pm (Wednesdays) have a growing following.  Why not pop along and have a chat with Tommy yourself.  
Tommy’s 2013 dates can be collected from the Museum or downloaded from our website at: 
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www.tameside.gov.uk/museumsgalleries/mom/tommy
New Gifts to the Collection

The Museum continues to receive new and exciting objects into the collection.  These have recently included several important medal groups including those belonging to the O’Brien/Lucy family as well as the sword owned by Colonel Rex-King-Clark as well as a piece of Changi Goal.
Stitch in Time 

Our Stitch in Time group, which meets twice a month in the Museum, continues to thrive and members have helped in the Museum in several ways such as providing running repairs to the museum’s uniform handling collection. 
The dates the group meets can be collected from the Museum or downloaded from our website at:
www.tameside.gov.uk/museumsgalleries/stitchintime
Grants

We are always looking for ways to generate funds to improve the work we do here in the Museum and the collection we care for.  

In the last 12 months we have made 5 separate successful grant applications, to various bodies, totalling £5,790.

· £3,000 was secured from the Sir Douglas Glover Charitable Trust to conserve a 19th Century painting of an officer of the 63rd Regiment as well as create a temporary display of material relating to the service of Sir Douglas Glover himself.

· £690 was secured from the Manchester Regiment Officers Association towards the conservation of the aforementioned painting.
· £1,000 was secured from the Kathy Callow Trust towards the conservation and mounting of 2 scarlet jackets and a polo cap cover.  The jackets, embellished with many shooting prizes were worn by Sergeant John Frankland and a Sergeant Simpson.
· £1,000 was secured from the Army Museum’s Ogilby Trust to conserve, mount, frame and re-interpret 2 Victorian Embroideries associated with 2 soldiers by the name of Taylor and Lockwood. 
· £100 was secured from the Malayan Veterans Association to cover the cost of conserving and mounting a captured Communist Terrorist (CT) cap donated by Mr Peter Barber.

The Man Behind the Medals Project
In July 2011 we secured £53,000 from the Esmee Fairbairn Collections Fund to research all the medals that we hold in the Museum and produce a medal catalogue and on-line presence.  Mr Ian Hudson (project researcher) has been in post since November 2011 and has now completed the research stage of the project and he has also completed 104 biographies of some of those men.  
The project is on track to be completed in September 2013. We would encourage anyone who has any information about any of the men we hold medals for in the Museum to have a chat with the Curator.  
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More information about the project can be downloaded from our website at:
  www.tameside.gov.uk/museumsgalleries/mom/medals
Website

Between December 2011 and October 2012 there were 34,395 hits to our web pages.  This includes 24,521 unique visitors.

Behind the Scenes in the Museum

Lots of work goes on behind the scenes here in the Museum that the public never see.  This work is focused on improving the quality of care we can offer to the collection, on display and in storage.  
The aim of this work is to bring back to life the many thousands of stories attached to the objects in the museum so that current and future generations can learn from and be inspired by the collection.

Volunteers

We currently have 3 regular volunteers (Shelly Wright, Christopher Jones and Aino Boylan) who meet regularly on a Friday morning here in the Museum.  I would like to thank them all for their hard work over the past year.  The group is currently working on making bespoke fillings to support each piece of headwear on display in the Museum.  
Between 16th November 2011 and 31st October 2012 the Museum benefitted from 671 hours of FREE volunteer work (the equivalent of 18.5 weeks of full-time FREE work) from 9 separate people.
Documentation 
Since 2007 we have been working on constructing a single database that contains all of the Museum’s records regarding our artefacts and associated people.  This is happening in stages.  The latest phase is very exciting as by Christmas 2012 we will have got to a point where, for the first time ever, we will have 1 database will all of the Museum’s artefacts recorded.  Each artefact will have its own record, series of photographs and named location on display or in storage.  
The next stage will be funded by the Ministry of Defence (MoD).  The MoD has offered to upgrade the Museums database software to the latest version of the package we use FREE of charge.  Talks will begin in January 2013 on this work.
Other News

· New signage has been placed outside the Town Hall so that our contact details and opening times are promoting the Museum 24/7.

· On 1st April 2012 Setantii: Tales of Tameside, based in the Town Hall, closed to the public and much of the material was relocated to Portland Basin Museum.  This was part of a series of changes across the Museum Service which included a change of opening times. The Museum of the Manchester Regiment is now open Tuesday to Friday 10am-4pm and Saturday 10am-1pm.
· The Museum is interested to hear from any former members of the Manchester Regiment, King’s Regiment or Duke of Lancaster’s Regiment who may be able help with a project that we are considering undertaking.  
We are interested in speaking with any former members of the Regiment that have sustained life-changing conditions, as a result of their service days.  
We are investigating if there is a story to tell, within the Museum, on the theme of Disability: through the ages, including those living with mental health issues.  
To create this work the Museum needs to speak to ex-members of the Regiment that are willing to be photographed and interviewed by the museum as to their disability, how it arose, what support (good and bad) they experienced along with other areas relating to their service days.
The Museum team would like to wish everyone a very Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year.
For more information call Garry Smith (0161 342 2254) or Email him at garry.smith1@tameside.gov.uk.
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