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LOCAL history in the Tameside area and in Manchester has suffered a great loss with the death of E. Alan Rose on March 21/2016.   Born 16th May 1937 in Openshaw.

He wrote extensively on the history of Methodism in the North West and particularly the towns of Tameside. He published short but comprehensive histories and contributed to scholarly journals such as the Lancashire and Cheshire Antiquarian Society Transactions. Anybody interested in the history of religion in the North West owes him a great debt, not just for his published work, but also for the rescue of Methodist archives which he made sure were safely deposited at Manchester Central Library and the John Rylands Library. His willingness to share his knowledge of sources was invaluable. 

Thanks to his wide reading his knowledge was not restricted to religious history and he could always be relied on for information on almost any topic, both local details and the wider historical picture. Other published work included notes on the old maps published by Alan Godfrey and compilations of old photographs. The depth of his local knowledge was evident on the many historical walks he led and in the talks he gave.

Although he trained as a teacher and worked in local schools his true calling was as an adult tutor. He was involved with local history WEA classes in the 1970s and edited “Victorian Ashton”, a book which came out of a class run in Ashton. It provided an opportunity for local historians from all walks of life to see their work in print. In later years he ran the History On Your Doorstep classes with Jill Cronin. These classes ran for 16 years and resulted in four very valuable publications. His enthusiasm for local history and his democratic spirit welcomed anybody who wished to make a contribution. He will be remembered for his modest willingness to share his knowledge and help researchers, and his ability to calm troubled waters. He was always generous with his time and knowledge.

His community work included being chair of Stalybridge Historical Society, president and later treasurer of the Lancashire and Cheshire Antiquarian Society, serving on the Tameside Heritage Consultation Committee and advising on blue plaques for the borough. He supported the Portico and Chetham’s Libraries in Manchester. He was a great supporter of the Tameside Local Studies and Archives service from its beginning in 1976.

E. ALAN ROSE had a passion for everything being correct so it was during the opening of the Portland Basin Museum in a conversation with guests, Jill Cronin, Jean Marlor and Christine Clough, that the subject of incorrect information arose. Out of this conversation it was decided that we should form a group to make sure that research was correct before any publications were produced.

So in the year 2000 the Tameside Local History Forum was formed. We invited local groups to join us in preserving and protecting the local heritage in Tameside.  Alan was elected as our Chairman, and stayed in that position to date.

He would correct any spelling and grammar on everything from minutes to publications and this would always be “smiled at” as he was known to do this automatically.

As chairman he would attend planning and heritage meetings, Heritage Open Days at Newton Hall, any exhibitions or publications that members were involved in and encouraged individuals to do research and print their findings.

The Forum is successful due to Alan’s expertise and knowledge of local history.  If a question was asked about an area, building or person he could always give the full facts.

It was through his knowledge that the former Ashton Mechanics Institute had a Brown plaque installed on the building, the buildings at Tameside Hospital were recorded, and the wealth of the history of Tameside churches is so well documented.

Alan was Chairman of the Friends Dukinfield Old Hall Chapel and Vice Chairman of the Friends of Ashton Parish church. 

The secretary of the TLHForum I certainly learned from Alan. Even my spelling improved. We worked well together and I always had a great respect for him. He will be greatly missed.  

The History on Your Doorstep group still exists and is currently working on an exhibition and publication of the area known as Cockbrook Ashton the exhibition will be dedicated to Alan Rose.

